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Weather Policy and Procedures

Purpose

The Mukinbudin District High School Weather Policy ensures the safety, health, and
wellbeing of students, staff, and visitors during extreme weather conditions, including wet
weather and hot weather. The policy aligns with the Department of Education Western
Australia’s guidelines to maintain a safe and inclusive environment while minimising the
disruption of learning activities.

Wet Weather Policy

Definition of Wet Weather

Wet weather is defined as any weather condition involving rain, storms, or excessive water
on the school grounds that creates unsafe conditions for outdoor activities.

Procedures for Wet Weather
1. Morning Arrival:

o In the event of wet weather during drop-off times, students are directed to
designated covered areas or classrooms to ensure they remain dry and safe.

2. Playtimes (Recess and Lunch):

Students remain indoors under supervision during recess and lunch.
o Students are directed to relevant area where the duty teacher will supervise
them

e K/PP-if Kindergarten students are on site the class remains in the K/PP area
e Primary Area - Year 1/2 classroom,
e Secondary Area - students can remain undercover or in library.

o Staff may choose to remain with their classes, in their classrooms. This will need
to be communicated to the duty teacher.

3. Physical Education and Outdoor Events:

o Outdoor physical education classes or events (e.g., sports practice) will be
rescheduled or moved to indoor spaces, where possible.

o If conditions improve, outdoor activities may resume, subject to a risk
assessment by school staff.

4. Pick-Up Time:

o During wet weather at dismissal, students will wait in designated covered areas
to ensure safe handover to parents or buses.



Hot Weather Policy
Definition of Hot Weather

Hot weather is defined as conditions where temperatures exceed 38°C or where the Bureau
of Meteorology issues heat warnings for the Mukinbudin area.

Procedures for Hot Weather
1. Morning and Afternoon School Sessions:

o Students are encouraged to stay hydrated, wear wide-brimmed hats, and
apply sunscreen before outdoor activities.

o Activities will be modified to minimize physical exertion, especially during peak
heat periods.

2. Playtimes (Recess and Lunch):

o Outdoor play is limited or cancelled if the temperature exceeds 38°C.

o Students are directed relevant area where the duty teacher will supervise them
— Primary Area Year 1/2 classroom, Secondary Area (teacher on duty to
supervise in their respective classrooms or library).

o Staff may choose to remain with their classes, in their classrooms. This will need
to be communicated to the duty teacher.

o Extra water breaks are provided, and students are encouraged to refill water
bottles regularly.

3. Physical Education and Outdoor Events:

o Outdoor physical education classes are rescheduled to cooler parts of the day
or moved indoors.

o  Whole-school events, such as sports carnivals, will be postponed or modified
to ensure student safety.

4. Uniform Requirements:
o Students are required to wear the school’'s wide-brimmed hat when outside, in
accordance with the school’s SunSmart policy.
o Families are encouraged to ensure students have appropriate lightweight
clothing to manage heat.

Heatwave Conditions:

« During extreme heatwave conditions (as designated by the Bureau of Meteorology),
the school may implement modified hours or early dismissal, following approval from
the Department of Education WA.

o Parents will be notified of any changes via the school’'s communication channels.



General Provisions for Extreme Weather Conditions
1. Safety Inspections (will be conducted by administration staff)

o School grounds are inspected for hazards such as water pooling, slippery
surfaces, or heat-affected infrastructure.
o Unsafe areas are cordoned off until conditions improve.

2. Hydration and Cooling Facilities:

o Students are encouraged to bring refillable water bofttles daily.
o Access to cold water fountains and shaded or air-conditioned spaces is
prioritised.

3. Staff Training and Supervision:

o Staff will be briefed regularly on managing wet and hot weather conditions
and monitoring students for signs of heat stress or discomfort.

4. First Aid Response:

o First aid staff are equipped to manage weather-related conditions such as
dehydration, heat exhaustion, or slips and falls.
o Parents/caregivers will be notified if a student has received first aid treatment.

Communication:

« Wet weather plans and updates will be communicated to parents via the school’s
School Seesaw app, Facebook page, or text messages, ensuring timely and clear
information.

o Staff will be notified by a member of the administration team if the policy is in place.
Staff are requested to use their judgement it the nofification has not been
communicated due to unforeseen circumstances.

Parent and Caregiver Responsibilities

o Parents are encouraged to ensure their children come to school prepared for
weather conditions by:
o Packing hats, sunscreen, raincoats, and appropriate footwear.
o Ensuring students have water bottles daily.

o Parents should notify the school if their child has any medical conditions that may be
exacerbated by extreme weather (e.g., asthma, heat sensitivity).



Communication of the Policy

The Mukinbudin District High School Weather Policy will be communicated to the school
community via the:

e« School Handbook
e School Website
e School Seesaw App

This policy ensures Mukinbudin District High School maintains a safe and inclusive learning
environment, prioritising the health and safety of its community in all weather conditions.
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